
no this story of him be true, it is entirely in keeping
with his disposition, and illustrates an even greater
bravery than that required to face a cannonade.
In this instance the result certainly justified his
defiance of surgery.

PROVISIONS OF THE ESCH BILL.
Report from Washington, D. C, on Jan. 8

states that among the measures now under con-
sideration before the first session of the Sixty-
Second Congress is the Esch Bill, providing for
the prohibition of the manufacture or sale in the
United States of matches made with white
phosphorus. The purpose of this measure is
threefold: First, to prevent the possibility of
phosphorus necrosis of the jaw among workmen
employed in factories; second, to remove a com-
mon source of poisoning among children who are
allowed to play with and suck matches; third,
to make impossible the easy obtainment of phos-
phorus for an abortifacient. As a substitute for
white phosphorus, phosphorus sesquisulphide
has been found efficient and inexpensive and is
entirely safe and non-toxic. The passage of this
bill would mark another advance step not only
in the protection of the general public, but in the
attempted eradication of occupational disease.

RECORD OF MORTALITY

ANNOUNCEMENT.
Suffolk County Nurses Directory.—Realizing the

advantages of co-operation and centralization in community of
interests, the nurses of the Suffolk County Branch of the Massa-
chusetts State Nurses' Association have established a Central
Directory. The aim is to conduct it in such manner as lo give

confidence in its ethical and professional integrity and render
the most satisfactory service to the public, the medical pro-
fession and nurses. While the management in no way holds
itself responsible for the " personal equation, or guarantees
financial betterment for the unqualified or unsuitable," it pur-
poses to acquaint itself by the report of the training school,
state registration, or other standards satisfactory to it,with the
equipment, physical, intellectual and mental, of the applicant
for membership, thereby rendering itself competent to make a
suitable selection or wise decision when occasion demands and
to maintain a reputation for reliability and just dealing by a
knowledge of facts and familiarity with needs. The Directory
will not be run for financial purposes. It aims to be self sup-porting, and beyond that, efficiency will be its entire object.Physicians are invited to send to the Directory their lists of
preferred nurses; and when graduates of certain schools are
requested, that, as well as any other expressed preference, will
be attended to conscientiously. It is hoped that the Directory
will, after a reasonable time for growth, be able to supply the
calls for all classesof efficient and reputable nurses.
Miss M. E. P. Davis, who formerly couducted the Central

Registry for Nurses in Washington, D. C. has been elected
manager of the Directory. Miss Davis is president of the State
Nurses' Association and has more thorough acquaintance with
Boston nurses and conditions than almost any other nurse inMassachusetts. The Directory will open on Jan. 20, 1912.

RESIGNATIONS.
Dr. Frederick Chf.ever Shattuck has resigned as

Jackson Professor of Clinical Medicine in the Harvard Medical
School, his resignation to take effect on Sept. 1, 1912.
Dr. Edward Tuck Manix has recently resigned as cityphysician for the western district of Lynn, Mass.

SOCIETY NOTICES.
Essex South District Medical Society. —The third

meeting of the winter will be held at the " Crowninshield,"
133 Essex Street, Salem,on Thursday evening, Jan. 18. Dinner
will be served at 7 o'clock. Dr. Edward W. Taylor, of the
Neurological Department of the Harvard Medical School, will
speak on " Some Defects of Speech."

Walter G. Phippen, M.D., Secretary.
Benj. R. Symonds, M.D., President.

New England Pediatric Society.
—

The nineteenth
meeting will be held at the Boston Medical Library on Saturday,
Jan. 27, 1912, at 8.15 P.M. The following papers will be read :
(I) "The Importance of Milk Stations in Reducing City Infant
Mortality," Arthur A. Howard. M.D., Boston. (2) "Obser-
vations on the Intensity of Acidity of the Urine," George C.
King, M.D.. Fall River, and Lawrence J. Henderson, M.D.,
Boston. (3) " Pericarditis in Infants. Report of a Case,"
Hans Barkan, MD., Boston, and William Palmer Lucas,
M.D., Boston. (4) "Experimental Measles, with a Study of
the Blood." William Palmer Lucas, M.D., Boston, and E. L.
Preiser, M.D., Boston. Light refreshments will be served after
the meeting.

James Marsh Jackson, M.D., Chairman.
Fritz B. Talbot, M.D., Secretary.

Boston Society for Medical Improvement.—The an-
nual meeting of the society will be held in Sprague Hall. Medi-
cal Library Building, on Monday, Jan. 22, 1912. at 8.15 P.M.
Address," Leprosy in the Middle Ages : The Puzzle of its Dis-
appearance," Dr. Harold ('. Ernst. Memorial to Dr. Oliver Fair-
field Wadsworth : Dr. ( larence J. Blake, Dr. James J. Putnam,
Dr. Myles Standisb. The annual business meeting will be held
at 9 P.M. Business: (1) Election of officers for 1912. (2) Consid-
eration of proposition for suspension of Journal Club. Mem-
bers of the Suffolk District Medical Society are cordially
invited to attend.
78 Marlborough Street. Robert M. Green, Secretary.

RECENT DEATHS.
Sophia Jex-Blake. M.D., who died at London on Jan. 8,

was born in 1840. She began the study of medicine at Boston
in 1866, and continued it in England in°1868 and at the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh in 1869. She founded both the London and
the Edinburgh Schools of Medicine for Women, and was for
many years dean of the latter institution and an attending
medical officer at the Edinburgh Dispensary.
Dr. Michael James O'Toole, of Clinton, Mass., died in

that town on Dec. 21. 1911. at the age of thirty-five. He re-
ceived the degree of M.D. from Baltimore Medical College in
1902. He was a Fellow of The Massachusetts Medical Society.
Charles Warren Taylor, M.D., S M.M.S.. who died at

Lowell, Mass., on Jan. 4. was born in 1859. He received the
degree of M.D. from the Harvard Medical School in 1884. He
was a Fellow of The Massachusetts Medical Society.
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